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Income and Living Conditions (SILC) 2016 
 

One in five cannot afford an unforeseen expense 
 
Neuchâtel, 16.11.2017 (FSO) – In 2016, around one in five people in Switzerland were unable to meet 
an unexpected expense of CHF 2500.  One person out of ten cannot afford one week's holiday per 
year away from home. 6.9% of the population were affected by a persistent risk of poverty. 
Nevertheless, the overall standard of living in Switzerland is one of the highest in Europe. These 
results come from the Federal Statistical Office’s Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC). 
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You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2017-0205 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2017-0205 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2017-0205 
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