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The formal framework
Art. 65 of the Federal Constitution
1 �The Confederation shall compile the necessary statistical data 

on the status and trends in the population, the economy, 
society, education, research, the land and the environment  
in Switzerland.

2 �It may issue regulations on the harmonisation and maintenance 
of official registers in order to reduce the cost of compiling data.

Federal Statistics Act (FStatA) of 9 October 1992
Art. 3  Duties of the federal statistical bodies 
1 �Federal statistical bodies prepare representative results in a pro-

fessionally independent way on the status of and changes in the 
population, the economy, society, spatial planning and the envi-
ronment in Switzerland.

Art. 18  Dissemination 
1 �The relevant statistical results and principles are published in  

user-friendly form in the official languages. Results that are not 
published are made accessible in an appropriate manner.

Our mission statement
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Institutions > Swiss Federal  
Statistical Office > Mission Statement > In brief

Our vision
We deliver statistical information to sustain the democratic 
process.

The information we provide helps shape public opinion, facilitates 
policymaking and enables assessment of government action. Our 
work is centred on issues of importance to policymakers. By de-
tecting developments early on, we are able to anticipate relevant 
future trends.

Our principles
We ensure that the information we provide is reliable.

Our work is guided by universally accepted principles in the field 
of statistics: relevant information, professional independence, ac-
countability, scientific validity, comparability, timeliness, data con-
fidentiality and accessibility. By adhering to these principles, we 
are able to provide the degree of quality required and thereby 
maintain our credibility.

http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/leitbild/01.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/leitbild/01.html


The topics of official statistics
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Topics

	0	 Statistical Basis and Overviews

	1	 Population 

	2	 Territory and Environment

	3	 Employment and Income

	4	 National Economy

	5	 Prices

	6	 Industry and Services

	7	 Agriculture and Forestry

	8	 Energy

	9	 Construction and Housing

10	 Tourism

11	 Mobility and Transport

12	 Money, Banks and Insurance

13	 Social Security

14	 Health

15	 Education and Science

16	 Culture, Media, Information Society, Sports

17	 Politics

18	 Public Administration and Finance

19	 Crime and Criminal Justice

20	 Economic and Social Situation of the Population

21	 Sustainable Development,  
	 Regional and International Disparities

	 List of Indicators

The weather in Neuchâtel and the surrounding area
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Institutions > Swiss Federal  
Statistical Office  > Webcam

or: www.webcam.bfs.admin.ch

Neuchâtel live: view from the Federal Statistical Office over the 
town, Lake Neuchâtel, Mont Vully and the Alps

http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/themen.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/webcam.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/webcam.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/webcam.html


The Swiss Statistics Portal
www.statistics.admin.ch

The Swiss Statistics Web Site is the central information platform 
enabling SFSO publications and data to be distributed over the 
Internet and key findings to be published quickly. The site is up-
dated every day. 
Data on the Swiss Statistics Web Site come from the SFSO and 
other federal agencies. Various cantons and communes may also 
publish information on the Swiss Statistics Web Site. Some sec-
tions are updated using data from international and supranational 
organizations (OECD, Eurostat).

To keep up-to-date with the latest news:
The agenda
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > News > Agenda 

The agenda announces press releases, press conferences, new 
publications and new results published on the Internet (limited  
information available in English; please refer to our German  
or French pages for more information).

What’s new?
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > News > What’s new?

This page offers a chronological overview of the SFO’s press  
releases, publications and new results over the last 30 days. Links 
are usually offered to detail pages or downloads (limited infor-
mation available in English; please refer to our German or French 
pages for more information).

RSS feed
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Services > First visit > RSS feed 

The “Swiss Statistics” portal is committed to keeping its informa-
tion up-to-date. By signing up to our NewsMail service (in Ger-
man, French or Italian) or automatic notification (RSS feed), you 
will be kept informed of new developments.

mobile.bfs.admin.ch

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/swissstatistics

http://www.statistics.admin.ch
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/news/agenda.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/news/01.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/premiere_visite/rss.html
http://mobile.bfs.admin.ch
http://twitter.com/swissstatistics


Publications
(paper or/electronic format)

Statistical Yearbook of Switzerland with DVD
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Services > Swiss statistical  
publications > Statistical Yearbook of Switzerland

The “Statistical Yearbook of Switzerland” (German/French) has 
been the standard reference book for Swiss statistics since 1891. It 
contains the most important statistical findings regarding the Swiss 
population, society, government, economy and environment.

Catalog of Swiss statistical publications
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Services > Swiss statistical  
publications > Catalog of Swiss statistical publications

Many printed documents are published in regular series – month-
ly, quarterly, biannually or annually. To automatically receive up-
dates on regular FSO surveys, we recommend that you subscribe 
to these series.

Orders +41 32 713 60 60 or by e-mail: order@bfs.admin.ch

The Statistical Encyclopedia 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Data library > Online data search 
> The Statistical Encyclopedia

The Swiss Statistical Encyclopedia offers an extensive collection of 
downloadable files: tables, graphs, maps, texts and entire publica-
tions covering all subject areas of Swiss statistics.

Online data search: STAT-TAB
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Data library > Online data search 
> Stat-tab

STAT-TAB presents the results from the surveys in a new and user-
friendly application. 
The data are presented in data cubes with variables that can be 
interactively combined.

Stat@las Switzerland
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Regional Data > Maps and atlases 
> Statistical Atlas of Switzerland

With more than 1000 thematic maps, the Statistical Atlas of 
Switzerland (available in German and French) gives you an up-to-
date and permanently available overview of captivating regional 
issues covering all FSO themes.

http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/publikationen_statistik/statistische_jahrbuecher/stat__jahrbuch_der.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/publikationen_statistik/statistische_jahrbuecher/stat__jahrbuch_der.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/publ.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/publ.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/lexikon.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/lexikon.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/onlinedb/stattab.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/infothek/onlinedb/stattab.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/regionen/thematische_karten/02.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/regionen/thematische_karten/02.html


Statistical Information Service & Library

Statistical Information Service
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Services > Statistical Information 
Service & Library > Statistical Information Service

The Statistical Information Service can provide you with complete 
statistical information.

There are various ways to contact us: 
•	 By phone: +41 32 713 60 11  
	 Monday–Friday 10.00–11.30 a.m. and 2.00–4.00 p.m. 
•	 Filling out our Contact Form (Internet) 
•	 By e-mail: info@bfs.admin.ch 
•	 By post to the following address:

Swiss Federal Statistical Office 
Statistical Information Service 
Espace de l’Europe 10  
CH-2010 Neuchâtel

Library
Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Services > Statistical Information 
Service & Library > Library

Opening hours: 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  
10.00–12.00 a.m. and 2.00–4.30 p.m. 
(Please report to the FSO reception)

Swiss Federal Statistical Office > Institutions > Swiss Federal  
Statistical Office > Access map

You can reach us:

By phone: +41 32 713 60 54 
By fax: +41 32 713 69 03 
By e-mail: library@bfs.admin.ch 

By post to the following address:

Swiss Federal Statistical Office  
Library  
Espace de l’Europe 10  
CH-2010 Neuchâtel 
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http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/informationszentrum/statistische_auskuenfte.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/informationszentrum/statistische_auskuenfte.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/informationszentrum/bibliothek.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/dienstleistungen/informationszentrum/bibliothek.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/lageplan.html
http://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/portal/en/index/institutionen/bundesamt_fuer_statistik/lageplan.html

