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15 Education and Science 
Study and living conditions at Swiss higher education institutions in 2020 
 

More than one in two students say they have difficulties with 
their studies and one in ten are thinking of dropping out 
 
Altogether, 57% of students are encountering difficulties in their studies. The most common 
difficulties reported by students are related to study content (33%) or a lack of motivation (24%). 
Difficulties vary in particular depending on their age and social background. Many other findings on 
social integration or the intention of dropping out are available in the main report of the 2020 survey 
on social and economic conditions of student life conducted by the FSO. These findings represent 
the situation as it was prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find the complete text of the press release in German, French or Italian: 
 
For German see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/de/2021-0059 
 
For French see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/fr/2021-0059 
 
For Italian see: www.bfs.admin.ch/news/it/2021-0059 
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