Zurich University
of Applied Sciences

Social Ziw

School of Engineering

- . .
Center for
o m pa I I I y Sustainability

Zsa

Analysis (SCA)

Why?

An assessment of social aspects and the inclusion of this dimension in every

decision making process is necessary. Even decisions concerning ecological ]
effects have external social consequences. Improvement

There are already tested and approved methods and instruments for evaluating
the ecological and economic dimensions of projects, products and organisations
in terms of their sustainability. However, such methods and instruments are
conspicuously lacking in the range of the social dimension.

In order to include social compatibility in planning processes, a tool similar to that
of the environmental impact assessment has been developed:
the Social Compatibility Analysis (SCA).
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Outlook
SCA can fulfil the demand for awareness and consideration of a project’s
social implications
= Sustainability evaluation by combining the SCA results with ecological and
economic evaluation tools
2 IT-based SCA-tool facilitates the consideration of social aspects by producing
comparable outputs depending on the users’ assessments
= Introduction of the obtained data on social impacts into geographical
information systems
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