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• What is meant by “Social Compatibility”?

• The need for an assessment/evaluation of social aspects

• The SCA applied for planning an incineration plant

• IT-based SCA-tool for urban development (INTELCITIES)

• GIS Project Assessment Tool (GISPAT)

• Strengths and weaknesses of the approach
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“Social compatibility questions the intentional and unintentional
positive and negative influences of social systems (e.g. economy, 
policy) relative to satisfying people’s needs and enabling them to 
live together in a community environment.  In this regard the 
emphasis is placed on psychological needs (elimination of fears, 
psychological security relative to violence, traffic etc), social needs
(social integration, social recognition and fair interaction and
exchange) and cultural needs (questions of purpose and meaning, 
issues of cultural and sub-cultural identity).”

(Staub–Bernasconi, 1991)
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� [Socialbalancing]
� Social auditing
� AA 1000, SA 8000, [ISO 21‘000]
� Providing social reports
� Evaluation of Social Compatibility

(Technology Assessment)
� Social labels
� „Social investing“

� Ecobalancing
� Environmental auditing
� ISO 14‘001, EMAS
� Providing environmental reports
� Examining Environmental

Compatibility (building projects)
� Eco labels
� Eco-investments, eco-rating

Social
(newly developed or rediscovered)

Ecological
(already established)
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C...CBBcriterion n

...............…

A...BACcriterion 3

C...CCCcriterion 2

C...CCAcriterion 1

n…321Criteria for social compatibility

Problem componentsSCA-Matrix for a Project
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• Winner - Loser Symmetry• Protection of Health

• Protection of minorities• Risks for the Population

• Restriction of Decision Parameters• Protection against Discrimination

• Public Security,
guaranteed Waste Disposal

• Living & Working Conditions in
Developing Regions

• Residential Areas• Material Well-being

• Participation • Education & Training

• Protection against Nuisance• Occupation / Employment

• Information & Communication,
Transparency

• Compliance with
socially relevant Legislation 
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8. Health hazards

� Toxicology
� Work safety
� Transport safety

The project (or the process, or the enterprise), througho ut its life-
cycle and beyond, and relative to all affected region s of the earth, ...

contains no health risks.C

endangers the health of fewer people.B

endangers the health of many people.A
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Resources Material
Production

Design Construction Operation Refurbishment Disposal,
Recycyling
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Mass Flow

Energy Flow

Monetary Flow

Context : Culture

Data Flow

Information

Knowledge

ifib
Institut für Industrielle Bauproduktion
Prof. Dr. N. Kohler
Universität Karlsruhe (TH)



SUIT Sustainable development of Urban fragments 
through an active Integration within Towns
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around 1930

SUIT
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around 1960

SUIT
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around 2010

SUIT
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Traffic, Emission, NoiseCostsProtection against Nuisance

Transfer paymentsWinner - Loser Symmetry

Waste, EmissionLong-term changesRisks for the Population

Traffic, Emission, NoiseHealth costsProtection of Health

Prizes (Rental, Soil)Discrimination Protection

Emission, Noise, WastePrizes (Rental, Soil)Residential Areas

Commuter TrafficCluster of UsesMaterial Well-being

Change of EmploymentOccupation / Employment

ECOLOGICALECONOMICSOCIAL
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� Subjective evaluation
� Aggregation difficult
� Unclear differentiation from

environmental sector
� Conflict of values

� Minimal input necessary
� Action oriented
� Opportunity to raise

awareness
� Supports consensus

oriented conflict resolution
by means of visualising
diverging assessments
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Thank you for your attention!
Markus von Allmen & Vicente Carabias-Hütter, crb@zhwin.ch

Please contact us for any (international) cooperation


