


Trade balance in high-tech industries

This indicator measures the international trade of industries most
involved in research and development (R&D), those considered as
playing a key role in productivity, in the competitive ability of an
economic and in laying the foundations for future economic growth.
The degree of coverage gives a clear reflection of the areas of
specialisation of a given country or region.

The United States has the highest degree of coverage in aerospace
industries. Japan excels in the electronics industry and holds a good
position in the office machinery and computer industries.

Switzerland is world-leader in the instrument industry and comes
second (after Sweden) in the pharmaceutical industry.

Distribution of R&D-intensive industry coverage
according to economic sector and country,
international comparison, 2005
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SFSO calculations based on source



What is the function of S&T indicators?

Knowledge-based economies rely increasingly on science and
technology as the main source of new knowledge and as a key
component in transferring and making use of knowledge.

Science and technology (S&T) indicators are used to quantify the
various aspects of the S&T system. They provide detailed infor-
mation about the structure of the S&T system and its relation to
politics, the economy and society. They also allow us to keep track
of the S&T system and to place it within an international context.

S&T indicators are regularly updated on the FSO website:
http://www.bfs.admin.ch
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